Prevention of tooth decay in young children from African immigrants 
Objectives: Children from immigrant families have higher rates of tooth decay and lower rates of dental visits than the general population. Immigrants are greatly affected by dental decay soon after arrival in Canada. The objectives of this study are:

· To determine the dental health status of preschool children of recent immigrant in Edmonton.

· To identify the barriers preventing parents from obtaining optimal dental care for their young children.  

Participants: Newcomer parents from African countries and their 2-5 year old children   

Methods: 
Dental camp: A total of 150 families who are recent immigrants and have a 2 to 5 year old child will be recruited. The event will be held at a community location easy to access by the participants. At each event, parents will complete two questionnaires and their children will receive a free dental check-up by an experienced dentist

Focus groups: 2 focus groups with 14 participants from each African community

Interview should be recorded and transcribed word by word and translated to English if the interview is not conducted in English). 

Benefits for families: 
· Parents will be informed about their children’s dental condition.

· Parents will be educated on how to brush a child’s teeth, how to use dental floss, healthy diet, and the importance of regular dental visits. 

· Parents will receive information about dental service providers and dental insurance available for low-income families. If needed, parents will be helped with the application forms for the Alberta Child Health Benefit program. 

· Parents will received a free dental kit for their child

· $25 will be given to a family as a token of appreciation for participating in the project

